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100% Merlot 
            
Napa Valley fruit. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Estate Merlot is grown on the famed Rutherford Bench at our home 
ranch.  The vines are 20+ years old and occupy only 7 rows of our 14 acre es-
tate vineyard.  The vines are big and gnarly producing only the finest fruit.  
The grapes for this Merlot are harvested in the cool, early morning main-
taining the natural acidity.  They are hand picked and delivered to the 
crush pad within minutes.  There the Merlot is gently processed, hand 
sorted and transferred to open-top bins for fermentation.  The fermenta-
tion can take from 7-10 days before the grapes are transformed into wine.  
The wine is then separated from the skins, this is known as “freerun” and is 
put into new oak barrels.  The skins are gently pressed and the “press wine” is 
aged separate. 
 
Dave Del Dotto and Winemaker Tasting Notes:  
 
Exhibit a dark color, deep, explosive dark fruit with accents of new oak and 
vanilla.  Palate of plum, black cherry, cassis amid rich, fleshy fruit; there is a 
hint of “Rutherford Dust”character.  Dried fruit aromas of licorice and 
blackberry with a long finish of vanilla, orange peel, cocoa powder and a 
hint of oak.  Could be enjoyed now or aged for 4-6 years. 


