2005 ESTATE MERLOT

100% MERLOT

NAPA VALLEY FRUIT.

NAPA VALLEY
MERLOT

OUR ESTATE MERLOT IS GROWN ON THE FAMED RUTHFRFORD BENCH AT OUR HOME
RANCH. THEF VINES ARE 20+ YFARS OLD AND OCCUPY ONLY 7 ROWS OF OUR 14 ACRE ES-
TATE VINEYARD. THE VINES ARE BIG AND GNARLY PRODUCING ONLY THE FINEST FRUIT.
THE GRAPES FOR THIS MERLOT ARE HARVESTED IN THE COOL, EARLY MORNING MAIN-
TAINING THF NATURAL ACIDITY. THEY ARF HAND PICKED AND DELIVERED TO THF
CRUSH PAD WITHIN MINUTES. THERF THE MERLOT IS GENTLY PROCESSED, HAND
SORTED AND TRANSFERRED TO OPEN-TOP BINS FOR FFRMENTATION. THE FERMFENTA-
TION CAN TAKE FROM 7-10 DAYS BEFORE THE GRAPES ARF TRANSFORMED INTO WINE.
THE WINE IS THEN SEPARATED FROM THE SKINS, THIS 1S KNOWN AS ‘FREERUN" AND IS
PUT INTO NEW OAK BARRELS. THE SKINS ARE GENTLY PRESSED AND THE ‘PRESS WINE' IS
AGED SEPARATE.

DAVE DEL DOTTO AND WINEMAKER TASTING NOTES:

EXHIBIT A DARK COLOR, DEFP, EXPLOSIVE DARK FRUIT WITH ACCENTS OF NEW OAK AND
VANILLA. PALATE OF PLUM, BLACK CHERRY, CASSIS AMID RICH, FLESHY FRUIT: THERE IS A
HINT OF ‘RUTHERFORD DUST'CHARACTER. DRIED FRUIT AROMAS OF LICORICE AND
BLACKBERRY WITH A LONG FINISH OF VANILLA, ORANGF PEFL, COCOA POWDER AND A
HINT OF OAK. COULD BE ENJOYED NOW OR AGED FOR 4-6 YEARS.
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